
2023 Deer Management 

Recommendations



Lansing We Have A Problem

• Michigan has high deer densities throughout the Lower Peninsula and in parts 

of the U.P.

• We have Chronic Wasting Disease and Bovine Tuberculosis in our deer herds. 

Both diseases are fueled by high deer densities and older deer of both sexes are 

much more likely to be infected than young deer. 

• The only way to manage deer densities is to harvest appropriate numbers of 

does. In most of Michigan we are not even coming close. A rule of thumb is 

that you need to harvest at least 1 doe per buck to slow or stop population 

growth.  All states surrounding Michigan are at 1 or better antlerless per 

antlered. Michigan? In 2022 only .76 antlerless per antlered.

• Just about every antlerless regulatory lever has been pulled to increase doe 

harvest with minimal improvements

• “Continuing to do the same things and expecting different results is the 

definition of insanity”



The Status Quo Is Not Working
“We are in a world of hurt” Brian Frawley DNR 

Wildlife Division April 13 NRC meeting



We are Harvesting the Wrong Deer
The Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies Technical report on CWD recommends: “Focusing harvest of 
sufficient intensity on the segment of the population most likely to be infected could help reduce disease 
prevalence and subsequent transmission. Exploiting potential biases in removal of infected animals via harvest 
also could be used to enhance the efficacy of harvest as a control strategy”  

Montcalm County Data provided by Chad Stewart April 2018
• Other than fawns, yearling bucks are the least likely deer to be infected with CWD with a .92% prevalence rate. Yet yearling bucks were by 

far the largest segment of the harvest and were 51% of tested bucks and 29% of total tested deer. In contrast yearling does had a slightly 
higher prevalence rate of .99% and were only 5.4% of tested deer

• Does 2.5 and older were 28% more likely to be infected than yearling bucks

• Due to a strong hunter bias towards harvesting bucks, there were 6 times as many 4.5+ year old does than 4.5+ year old bucks tested, and 
those does had 5 times as many CWD detections.

• Bucks were 57% of tested deer and does only 43%. A doe to buck ratio of only .75, ensuring that densities will continue to grow

Likewise, In Wisconsin, yearling bucks are only about half as likely to be infected as a mature doe. (Grear et al 
“Demographic Patterns and Harvest Vulnerability of Chronic Wasting Disease Infected White-Tailed Deer in Wisconsin”)

What is the segment of the population most likely to be infected? Older deer of both sexes. What is the segment 
of the herd that Michigan hunters are most biased towards harvesting? Big bucks

During the CWD experiment the 3 APR counties averaged 1.15 antlerless per antlered and that would 
have ranked them 5th in the state in 2022. Instead, with APR’s removed, they fell to .70 antlerless to 
antlered with Ionia ranked 45th, Montcalm 57th & Mecosta 58th.



Yearling bucks are much less likely to 

be infected with CWD than older does 

or bucks, but are largest part of harvest 
(Montcalm County CWD Harvest & Prevalence Data April 2018)



Recommendation #1  Antler Point 

Restrictions

• Implement Antler Point Restrictions 

throughout the Lower Peninsula

• Restore APR’s in DMU 122 and 

Hunters Choice in the rest of the U.P. 

CWD zone

• In the U.P., support APR 

implementation, in partnership with 

other U.P. deer groups, and where there 

are majorities of U.P. hunters in support. 



What Are Antler Point Restrictions?

• Properly designed Antler Point Restrictions (APRs) protect 

the majority of yearly bucks while also allowing the harvest 

of the majority of 2.5+ year old bucks. In Michigan the 

number of antler points that are appropriate to achieve this 

goal; vary by zone and are determined by the DNR based 

upon biological data.

• Under an APR roughly 30% of yearling bucks are eligible 

for harvest & more yearling bucks will typically be 

harvested than yearling does.



Why Antler Point Restrictions?
Hunters Love them and They Are Proven To Work In Michigan & Many other States

• “Pretty much every survey we are doing shows greater than 50% support for 
APR’s and, once implemented, support goes even higher” Chad Stewart,Deer & 
Elk Specialist, Michigan DNR. Michigan Out of Doors TV February 2023

• In 2018, the year prior to the start of the CWD management experiment,  62% of 
area hunters supported APR’s and 68% were in favor of the experiment

• According to DNR surveys, after 4 years, 76% of hunters in the NW12  
supported APR’s up from 67% prior to implementation

• “It (APR’s) is probably, unequivocally the best regulation for improving the age 
structure of our deer” Chad Stewart, Deer & Elk Specialist, Michigan DNR, 
Michigan Out of Doors TV February 2023

• APR’s  significantly improve antlerless to antlered harvest ratios and antlerless 
harvest.



Antler Point Restrictions - A 

Proven Management Tool
• APR’s are currently implemented in 21 whitetail states

• Based upon DNR harvest data, during the CWD Management Experiment, 
antlerless harvest increase 24%. 

• At the May and July 2017 NRC meetings Chad Stewart reported that  after 
4 years, in the NW APR counties, doe harvest was up by 13% while the 
surrounding counties were down 16%

• In the 2022 harvest data the NW APR counties continued to outperform the 
state as a whole in antlerless to antlered harvest ratio. The top county in the 
state is Lake, an APR county with a harvest ratio of 1.38 to 1. Six of the top 
ten counties had APR’s and only one NW APR county was below the 
statewide average. 

• Pennsylvania has had APR’s for over 20 years, their antlerless to antlered 
ratio in 2021 was 1.6 antlerless per antlered!



Comparing Similar Counties in the CWD 

Management Experiment



Combination License Change

• In those areas of the state where the department determines 

additional antlerless harvest is needed to control densities or 

disease, change the combination license to be for an 

antlered deer meeting regionally appropriate APR or an 

antlerless deer and an antlerless deer.

• Following the harvest of an antlerless deer on the 

combination license, a second either sex tag for an antlered 

APR deer or antlerless deer in that same county could be 

purchased or become eligible for use.



Virginia calls its similar program Earn a 

Second Buck (EASB) 



Results!

Earn A Second Buck (EASB) resulted in an increase in the percent females in the harvest in all eight original 

EAB counties. The percent increase ranged from 5 to 10% and averaged 8%.

In the original 8 counties, the percentage of button bucks in the antlerless harvest decreased over 3% after 

implementation of EASB.

EASB resulted in an increase in the numerical number of 

antlerless deer killed in 21 of 25 counties. 

The percent increase in the number of antlerless deer 

killed ranged from 1 to 24% - and averaged 14%.

Virginia EASB Questions and Answers:

https://dwr.virginia.gov/hunting/regulations/general/#EAB

https://dwr.virginia.gov/hunting/regulations/general/#EAB




How Might Combination License Changes 

Be Applied?
(An example, the DNR will determine need & draw lines)



Non-Regulatory Initiatives & Advocacy

• Free & convenient CWD testing for hunters in CWD areas

• More efficient & effective CWD surveillance 

• Wildlife/Deer Cooperatives – hunters, farmers & landowners working together 

to benefit Michigan wildlife on more acreage than our State Game Areas 

• Would like the DNR to restore the cooperative coordinator position

• Advocate for habitat grants to cooperatives and cooperative members

• Youth, disabled, veteran, and new adult mentored hunts and programs

• Feeding the less fortunate through venison donations

• Advocate for expansion of Michigan Sportsmen Against Hunger program

• Local branch arrangements with local deer processors 

• Hunter & wildlife habitat improvement education

• Expanding hunting access



Thank You!
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